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USPS TO THE RESCUE

At home COVID tests to come to residential areas, with some challenges
Mikayla Coleman
Managing Editor | howlmanagingeditor@wou.edu

howlmanagingeditor@wou.edu

On Jan. 18, 2022, the United
Copy Editor
States Department of Health and
ALLISON VANDERZANDEN
Human Services and the United
howlcopyeditor@wou.edu
States Postal Service announced
News Editor
that they have teamed up to
MOLLIE HERRON
supply American families with
howlnews@wou.edu
at-home COVID-19 test kits.
Lifestyle Editor
The test kits provided are
SARAH AUSTIN
COVID-19
rapid
antigen
howllifestyle@wou.edu
tests, not to be confused with
Entertainment Editor
polymerase chain reaction (PCR)
CAMILLE LENNING
tests. Although PCR tests tend
howlentertainment@wou.edu
to be more accurate, they take
Staff Writer
longer to be processed than rapid
MIRELLA
tests and have to be done through
BARRERA-BETANCOURT
a medical facility, causing more
howlstaffwriter@wou.edu
COVID exposure for both the
Designer
patient and the health care
JULIANNA TINKER
providers.
howldesigner@wou.edu
The Center for Disease
Designer
Control
recommends using a
ADDIE FLOYD
howldesigner@wou.edu
rapid, at-home test for those
who begin experiencing COVID
Digital Media Manager
symptoms, after five days of
MITCH MARTIN
howldigitalmediamanager@wou.edu coming into close contact with
someone who was positive for
Photo Editor

CAITLIN QUIRK

howlphoto@wou.edu

Student Media Adviser
WILLIAM
MCDONALD-NEWMAN
mcdonaldnewmanw@wou.edu

SUBMISSIONS

THE WESTERN HOWL
encourages readers to share
their opinion through letters to
the editor and guest columns.
Submissions must be typed and
include the writer’s name. Contact
information will not be published
unless
requested.
Unsigned
submissions will not be printed
and original copies will not be
returned.
Letters to the editor may be
up to 300 words and guest columns
should not exceed 500 words.
THE
WESTERN HOWL
does not guarantee the publication
of all letters or columns. THE
WESTERN HOWL reserves the
right to edit for punctuation,
grammar, and spelling, but never
for content.
Please bring submissions to
THE WESTERN HOWL at Terry
House or email to howleditor@
wou.edu. Submissions must be
received by Monday at 5 p.m. to be
considered for print.
All opinions expressed in
columns, letters to the editor
or advertisements are the
views of the author and do
not necessarily reflect those of
THE WESTERN HOWL
or
Western Oregon University.

Photo courtesy of Kira Nelson

COVID-19 antigen at home tests provide convenience and safety.

COVID or before gathering with
a group of people that are at
risk of severe disease or are not
vaccinated.
These tests are available to
every residential address in the
United States including U.S.
territories and overseas military
and diplomatic addresses. In
order to ensure that there is
enough supply to go around,
each residence has been limited
to four tests.
At first glance, four tests

may seem more than enough
for most households. In Oregon,
the average household has
three members, according to
worldpopulationreview.com.
But since the surge of the
omicron variant has taken the
world by storm, there has been a
significant increase of exposure
to the highly transmissible illness
and, as a result, an increase in the
demand for COVID-19 testing.
So in most households, four tests
will likely be used very quickly.

TICK TOCK
Mikayla Coleman
Managing Editor | howlmanagingeditor@wou.edu

On Jan. 20, 2022 the Bulletin of the
Atomic Scientists announced that for the
third year in a row, the Doomsday Clock is
100 seconds to midnight.
The Bulletin of Atomic Scientists was
founded in 1945 by Albert Einstein and
University of Chicago scientists who
helped to develop the first atomic weapons
in the Manhattan Project. Two years later,
the group created the Doomsday Clock.
The idea of the apocalypse is represented
by the time of midnight. Description of
the theoretical countdown to a nuclear
explosion is meant to convey the level at
which the planet and humanity is threatened
by several societal and environmental
factors.
According to the 2022 Doomsday Clock
Statement, the main factors contributing

Scientists reveal what is
threatening humanity in
2022

to this dire prediction include but are not
limited to the nuclear arms race connected
to tensions between different countries,
inaction for climate change, the everevolving and long lasting pandemic and
the relationship between technology and
misinformation.
Along with an extensive explanation
on each of the contributing topics, the
statement also included a set of guidelines
and suggestions in order to prevent the worst
from coming to fruition. This portion of the
statement called out country leaders and
government officials directly on how they
can personally contribute to the betterment
of the world, focusing mostly on actions
that they can take in order to lessen carbon
emissions and address climate change.
The Bulletin ended their statement by
@thewesternhowl

Those who live in an
apartment complex or a college
dormitory were initially met with
challenges, as whole buildings
with individual units and tenants
were only being counted as
one residential address. This
problem is being acknowledged
and rectified. On covidtests.gov,
those who are experiencing this
issue are urged to file a service
request with the USPS on their
website or call 1-800-273-8777.
According to USPS, the
shipping of the tests will begin
in late January and will arrive in
seven to 12 days once leaving the
initial shipping facility. Those
who input an email address will
receive tracking information and
an order confirmation via email
shortly after ordering.
Those who would like to order
tests for their household can do
so by visiting covidtests.gov or
by calling 1-800-232-0233.

Photo courtesy of thebulletin.org

Suzet Mckinney and Daniel Holz, members of
SASB, reveal the 2022 clock.

commenting on the importance of reflection
and self-analyzing nature for humanity.
“Without swift and focused action, truly
catastrophic events—events that could
end civilization as we know it—are more
likely,” the Bulletin said. “When the Clock
stands at 100 seconds to midnight, we are
all threatened. The moment is both perilous
and unsustainable, and the time to act is
now.”
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Where would you go?
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Interviewing Western students on their dream travel destinations
Sarah Austin
Lifestyle Editor | howllifestyle@wou.edu
With COVID-19 limiting travel,
“The Western Howl” set out to create a
piece where we ask students their travel
dreams. Fellow editor at “The Western
Howl” and senior at Western, Camille
Lenning, shared her travel goals this
week.
If you could leave tomorrow and
go anywhere, where would you go?
I would go to Italy, I think.
Have you been there before?
I have not. I wish.

Graphic by Rylie Horrall

What
factors
(cuisine,
architecture,
natural
beauty,
nightlife) draw you there?
That’s a great question. I have no
real idea. I like art because it’s pretty,
not because I understand the deeper
meaning behind it. I have a deep desire
to go there and I have for many years.
What key things would you do
while there?
I would definitely go to Rome and
see the Colosseum. I also would want
to go drink wine at an outdoor cafe in

Florence. It just sounds perfect.
Where would you go to eat?
Everyone talks about how authentic
Italian pizza is different from American
so I want to try that there.
What barriers keep you from
actually going?
Money mostly, but also my
responsibilities. School, work —
COVID is a big one.
Using your bank account today,
what would you do with a week of no
responsibilities?

I would go back to Seattle. My
friend and I went there in August and
it was the best trip I have ever been
on. We walked everywhere and saved
money that way.
How much did that trip cost you?
It cost $1,200 each. The hotel was
the biggest expense. We forked up
extra cash for a nice hotel in the middle
of the city. I also bought wine. We had
dinner at Smith Tower too which was
pricey.

PICKING PRODUCE
A guide to Oregon’s winter crops

Sarah Austin | Lifestyle Editor | howllifestyle@wou.edu
Grocery shopping and choosing recipes can get
tricky for an Oregonian in the winter. Although
food can be imported from other places, Oregon
farms are known to grow some of the best produce
in the country. Unfortunately, Oregon’s growing
season is short due to its warm, dry summers and
cold, wet winters. Use this guide to know what
produce is in season this winter to get the most out
of meals and money.

Four steps to
healing the mind
using forgiveness

Cabbage: In season June – February
Chard: In season May – February
Collard greens: In season May – February
Greens: In season May – February
Kale: In season May – February
Leeks: In season September – March
Nettles: In season March – May
Parsnips: In season September – February
Rhubarb: In season April – July

Eating produce while it’s in season is beneficial
across the board. Not only does it ensure
affordability, but it is also good for the local
economy and the crop itself. Happy picking!

Forging
forgiveness

Sarah Austin
Lifestyle Editor | howllifestyle@wou.edu

As we grow, past events from careers
to friendships in our lives change and
evolve. Some people find that holding
on to grudges can prevent growth and
they can become emotionally held back.
A lot of people think that forgiving a
situation or person prevents them from
taking responsibility for their actions,
but in reality it is the opposite. Finding
forgiveness can heal many emotional
wounds and in turn create inner peace;
use these steps to begin healing.
Recognize its effect on the body
and mind. According to a study done
at Berkley, effects of emotional pain

Rutabaga: In season September – February
Squash: In season September – February

include anxiety, depression, unhealthy
anger, lack of trust, self-loathing or
low self-esteem, an overall negative
worldview and a lack of confidence
in one’s ability to change. All of these
can be improved in part by letting go
of the hurt held onto and beginning the
emotional healing process.
Confront the situation internally.
Get out a piece of paper and write
down everything remembered about the
situation. Use the following questions:
What happened? Where did it happen?
Who was there? What feelings were
evoked? Was the prompted reaction

justified?
Change viewpoints. Taking all of
the above information, see it from the
other person’s perspective. Write out
how the situation went from their point
of view, including how they may have
felt or what caused them to do or say
what they did.
Burn it. Letting go and moving on
internally could need a kick start, so by
burning the paper one is symbolically
destroying the feelings attached.

@thewesternhowl

Photo by Julianna Tinker

Writer Sarah Austin lighting fire to her feelings for
the last step of forgiveness.
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An author’s
journey
On Jan. 26, local Portland writer and 2022
Pacific Northwest Booksellers Association
Book Award winner Emilly Prado arrived in the
Columbia Room at the Werner University Center
for a Q&A and readings from her debut memoir,
“Funeral for Flaca.”
Sponsored by Abby’s House, Multicultural
Student Services & Programs and the Office of the
Vice President for Student Affairs, the event —
split into two sessions — also featured a studentcentered writing workshop.
Prado is a first-generation college graduate
from Portland State University where she earned a
bachelor’s degree in child and family studies. Born
the daughter of a Mexican immigrant and MexicanAmerican U.S. citizen, Prado spent much of her
life seeking acceptance as a young chicana raised
in the suburbs of the San Francisco Bay Area, an
ordeal highlighted in her memoir.
During the event, Prado gave a brief overview
and presentation on her journey as a chicana, where
she accentuated her love for the rap artist Tupac.
Alongside love and trauma, Prado beautifully
captured topics related to losing and finding one’s
identity.
Her presentation centered on the question,
“Why do I write?” While exploring this theme,
she outlined her difficult academic experience
throughout her entire schooling career. She also
spoke on her mental health struggles as a teenager
being diagnosed with depression and as a college
student diagnosed with bipolar personality disorder.
For Prado, journaling became a therapeutic
way to work through these struggles, and writing
quickly became what she described as “a vehicle
for (her) voice.”
The collection of essays in “Funeral for Flaca”
perfectly defines what it means to lose one’s way as
an adult or child. “Funeral for Flaca” translates to
“Funeral for Skinny,” after Prado’s nickname given
to her by family. The essays in the collection mirror
the tone of voice Prado would have used had they
been written throughout her life.
One such essay — titled “keep ya head up,”
after the Tupac song — was read by Prado at the
event. This essay is all about Prado’s experience
after accepting that she would always look different
from the mainly white population of her school and

Award winning author Emilly Prado reads
essays from memoir, “Funeral for Flaca”
Mirella Barrera-Betancourt
Staff Writer | howlstaffwriter@wou.edu
Camille Lenning
Entertainment Editor | howlentertainment@wou.edu

Photos by Camille Lenning

Author Emilly Prado poses with her book, “Funeral for Flaca.”

The collection of Prado’s previous works were up for sale at a
table spread.

town. She also explores her feelings about trying to find
a style that fit her. Her first fashion rebellion took the
form of a punk rock style in the sixth grade, followed by
a “chola” transformation that allowed her to immerse
herself in the small Latinx community at her school.
Now, as an experienced author with multiple credits
to her name, Prado used her presentation as a time to
reflect on her journey as a writer — specifically a female
writer of color.

@thewesternhowl

“I write for folks whose stories aren’t heard
enough,” Prado said, answering her own question
of why she writes.
Sophomore biology major Blanca Hueramo
Garcia took Prado’s message to heart.
“It kind of made me emotional because there
(aren’t) a lot of writers that are brave enough to
publish things like this,” Garcia said.
Prado offered two book signing sessions for her
book, one after the reading and the second after the
writing workshop.
The second session, which also took place in the
Columbia Room at 4:30 p.m., acted as a studentcentered writing workshop. Run by Prado herself,
the workshop became a quiet and collaborative
zone where students could share their writing.
The writing workshop was mainly focused on
the power of personal narratives and immersive
scenes. It catered to all genres of writing, from
nonfiction to poetry, and narration to fictional
characters. In a callback to what techniques she
would incorporate into her own writing, Prado
recommended focusing on the five senses — smell,
taste, touch, hearing and sight — as well as using
the method of switching to third person.
The workshop began with a five minute free
writing session, where students were encouraged
to write whatever it was they were feeling or
thinking.
Prado then followed up the free write with a
listing exercise, asking students to list subjects
like ages, people, objects and events that were
important to them.
The workshop also utilized visualization
techniques to help with writing about memories.
Students were told to close their eyes and place
themselves in a particular safe memory, and Prado
asked questions about the scene in order to solidify
the image.
Students who attended were able to enjoy a

break from their regular studies through this
time of reflection and relaxation, while also
helping them curate their skills as writers.
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Artistic excellence
ITC Student Gallery exhibits students’ artwork
from fall term
The ITC Student Gallery is currently home to
student work across different artistic mediums,
including painting and figure drawing. The art
hanging in the gallery is a collection of work
from fall term, gathered from art classes taught by
professors Gregory Poulin and Jodie Garrison.
Senior interdisciplinary studies major Melody
Barrett had a hand in curating this exhibition.
Her Community Internship Program allows her to
coordinate what goes into the ITC Student Gallery;
she works with professor Paula Booth and other
CIP interns to collect students’ work and feature
them in the space.
“I really wanted to focus on being able to include
as much as possible, so it’s a little busy compared to
most gallery shows,” Barrett said of the exhibition.
“I just really wanted to be able to highlight all the

5

Camille Lenning | Entertainment Editor |
howlentertainment@wou.edu

students that wanted their artwork included.”
Barrett, who has two pieces hanging in the
current exhibition, hopes that the shifting nature of
the ITC Student Gallery will attract more visitors to
appreciate the students’ hard work.
“Having student support, having students come
in … it’s always nice to have somebody come
up and say ‘Hey! I saw your work in the gallery,
great job!’ That’s just really encouraging to artists,
and we all can use more encouragement,” Barrett
explained.
This exhibit will remain until the beginning
of March, when professor Jennifer Vaughn ’s
Creativity and Idea Generation class will be taking
over the space to premiere their art.

Photo by Camille Lenning

Images from the drawing half of the ITC Student Gallery.

Talking about Bruno

Disney gifts us all with newest
magical musical, “Encanto”
Photos courtesy of movies.disney.com

“Encanto” quickly became a pop culture sensation.

Camille Lenning
Entertainment Editor | howlentertainment@wou.edu

The latest Disney film, “Encanto,” has taken the
world by storm, and the movie certainly seems to live
up to the hype. I was skeptical about it going in, because
in my experience, films that get this much attention
aren’t always as good as people say. However, I was
pleasantly surprised by “Encanto.”
The movie centers around a magical family, the
Madrigals, who were blessed with a miracle in the form
of a magic candle that gives them special powers called
“gifts.” Our main character, Maribel, is the only one in
her family who never got any of said powers, and she
is treated like an outsider by her family because of it.
When the miracle shows signs of dying, Maribel has to
fight to save them all.
The animation was gorgeous — the entire movie was
diverse, colorful and all the characters were so unique
and complex in their own ways. It was easy to fall in love
with many of the characters, but my personal favorite
was Bruno, voiced by John Leguizamo — aka Sid the
sloth from “Ice Age.” The songs throughout the movie
were phenomenal and contributed to the explosion in the
movie’s popularity when apps like TikTok got a hold of
“We Don’t Talk About Bruno” and “Surface Pressure.”
I’ll admit, it wasn’t the best Disney movie I’ve seen;

@thewesternhowl

there was no real “villain” other than the abhorrent
behavior of Maribel’s family. I would’ve liked an
explanation as to why the Madrigals’ miracle began to
die in the first place. If it was because of their behavior,
why did the trouble start when it did, and not sooner?
The movie makes it clear the mistreatment of Maribel
and the people pleasing tendencies of her family are not
new occurrences, so the catalyst for the miracle’s death
is unclear.
Still, I appreciated the message of self-acceptance
throughout Maribel’s struggle to save the family
that never treated her like an equal. The movie did a
fantastic job of exploring the different ways the pressure
of familial responsibility can weigh on a person, shown
through each character — notably Bruno, Maribel’s
uncle and her two sisters Luisa and Isabela.
Altogether, “Encanto” was a fun watch, and I’ll
definitely have “We Don’t Talk About Bruno” stuck in
my head for the next four months, 7/10.
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THIS WEEK

IN COMPLETELY MADE UP

HOROSCOPES
Compiled by The Western Howl staff

ARIES

TAURUS

GEMINI

Merely surviving
because of caffeine and
cute cat videos

I want an almond joy

It’s okay to be
confused.

CANCER

LEO

VIRGO

Your favorite
metaphysical shop
is having a sale on
candles, treat yourself

feeling like drake
when he found out that
rhianna was pregnant

Did you check your
grades today? …
Maybe it’s best not to

3/21–4/19

6/21–7/22

4/20–5/20

7/23–8/22

5/21–6/20

8/23–9/22

LIBRA

SCORPIO

SAGITTARIUS

Eat some cake this
week. It probably
won’t save you, but at
least you’ll have cake.

Week five mood: I am
unwell

At this point, my
internal monologue
is just unintelligible
shrieking

9/23–10/22

10/23–11/21

11/22–12/21

CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES

Dude, get out of bed!
Those dreams wont
come true on their own.

If you’re feeling
stressed, watch a Bob
Ross video

Avoid Bob Ross things
at all cost.

12/22–1/19

1/20–2/18

@thewesternhowl

2/19–3/20
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Interview with a
ceramic sculptor
Q&A with Western professor and sculptor Mary Harden
Mikayla Coleman | Managing Editor | howlmanagingeditor@wou.edu

Mary Harden has been sculpting primarily using
clay for upwards of 32 years. Harden graduated
from both Kansas City Art Institute and University
of Washington. With an incredible commitment to
bettering herself and her craft, Harden exudes an
excellent work ethic and artistic presence that has
been improving the Western art community since
she began teaching here in 2004.
What is your favorite part about teaching
ceramics, sculpture and 3D design?
It’s difficult for me to have a “favorite” part
of teaching in my field because there are so many
highly rewarding aspects. Sharing my commitment
to and enthusiasm for a discipline that literally
affects everyone on some level, awakening
students’ interest and understanding of the material
world is another.
What about ceramics is most special to you?
Ceramics is special to me because of the
enormous potential it has in the worlds of art
and design, industry and architecture. It is the
paradoxical nature of its immediacy and complexity
that fascinates me and provides an endless path to
study.
How do you feel that ceramics relate to art
history, and the development of humanity?
Because of its abundance and malleability, clay
was one of the first two materials from which art,
industry and habitat were made. Clay has been
crucial to human development through the creation
of the vessel which was employed in commerce,
religion, travel, storage and culture.
Its development as dental material, catalytic
converter and space shuttle tiles are only a few of
the innovative ceramic technologies that enhance
our existence from the beginning of civilization to
our contemporary world.
What is your favorite piece of sculpture/
ceramic/etc. that you have made?

Photos courtesy of Mary Harden

Harden brings complex concepts into physical forms using clay.

I think my latest work (pictured) is my current “favorite”
because I am still finding a challenge in bringing the ideas
into a physical form. My work has always been about the
interior/exterior conundrum but recently I have approached
the question from an architectural model perspective.
Dividing space rather than using the “skin” of the material
as a descriptor or area of play is a new way of thinking
brought about by my interest in hypermodernity, a concept
derived from Marc Auge, a social anthropologist. The work
is fragmented, as is our digital view and is a congregation of
walls sectioned off in ways that one may or may not be able
to see within.
Can you go into detail about the science behind clay
and glaze?
Many people believe that clay is derived from dirt but

@thewesternhowl

clay is actually made from rock and minerals
that have broken down through erosion, time
and weather. The rock(s) that constitute the clay
body will determine the temperature required for
crystal formation which causes the clay to become
permanently fixed.
Glaze, a surface treatment that was originally
designed to make the clay vitreous, provides a
wide variety of attributes such as gloss, satin and
matte characteristics, durability and color. Like
the clay body, temperature influences the choice of
constituents in glaze formulation. Some materials
provide glass formers, some stabilizers and others
minerals (which) are used to cause the materials to
melt at lower points.
How can creating ceramic work be
dangerous?
Creating ceramic work can be dangerous due
to the potential hazards in the ceramic materials
themselves, in lifting and carrying heavy objects
and in the firing process. The good news is that with
minimum care, such as wearing gloves, keeping
tools and studio area clean and using a respirator
when working with specifically hazardous items,
danger from the material is negligible.
What is something that you think everyone
should know about ceramics — even those who
have never tried it before?
I think everyone should know that clay is one
of the most forgiving materials to work with so
no one needs to be afraid of making mistakes.
It is also a diverse material that can provide so
many different ways to work such as painting and
printing on it as a slab or curved surface, using it
for stop-action animation or making it appear to
be another material. It has to be the most mutable
medium of all.
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Building the Guild

Photo by Allison Vanderzanden

Any and all genres are welcome at the Creative Writers’ Guild.

Meet Isabella Brown, creator of Western’s new creative writing club
Mirella Barrera-Betancourt |Staff Writer | howlstaffwriter@wou.edu

Western has not had a creative writing club for
a very long time. With Western’s lack of a creative
writing major or certification, many students,
expressive people and writers alike, have felt the
need for creative representation.
The story begins with Isabella Brown, English
major and sophomore at Western.
Early in January, Brown pitched the idea of the
Creative Writers’ Guild — a guild that will soon
arrive at Western in the form of endless potential
and opportunities.
When asked about why she decided to start a
creative writing club, apart from having a deep
rooted love for the genre, Brown said, “I’m really
excited to meet people who are also excited about
creative writing. But I’m also excited to find
people who are like, ‘What the heck is creative
writing? I’ve never done this before but I’m
excited to find out.’”
Interestingly, Brown, who has been writing
since elementary school, admitted to never
having taken a creative writing course before.
However, that has not hindered her ability nor
desire to write.
“I’m very self-taught in my writing,” Brown
said.
This term, Brown decided to take a
scriptwriting class with professor Maren
Anderson, who would later agree to become the
adviser for the club. In the past years, Brown has
had difficulty in sparking interest within former
teachers and classmates into the creation of a
creative writing club.
“I’ve basically been trying to, like, create some
kind of a creative writing guild for a long time,
but in middle school and high school I never had
the type of faculty adviser that really wanted to
do this, and I (was) never able to find enough
people to actually join it,” Brown said. “So, it has
all come together this term.”
Through this club, Brown hopes to find
fellow writers who want a space where they can
feel safe sharing their work. As a result, Brown
is incorporating a guild pledge into the club
constitution, one which mandates members to
pledge not to plagiarize anyone else’s work.
Brown acknowledges that people have
sensitivities to certain subjects, especially when
integrated into writing, so also incorporated in
the constitution is what Brown defines as “trigger

rules.”
“If something affects you mentally or in a bad
way that you just (do) not want to hear about (it)
or have anyone else write about during the guild,
you put it on our trigger list and no one will be
allowed to touch on that subject,” Brown said.
According to Brown, the club currently has no
official meeting time. However, this is expected
to change as time progresses and new members
are introduced.
Brown is also considering the possibility of
having both in person and virtual meetings as a
way to accommodate the students who cannot or
do not wish to commute to campus.
In the end, Brown highly encourages writers of
all levels of writing to join, regardless of skill.

“I think creative writers are often surprised by
how good our work really is,” Brown said. “When
we’re writing for ourselves, our brain is like, ‘Oh
no, this is terrible.’ But when we share it to other
people is really the moment where we realize,
‘Oh my gosh, I’m actually a good writer.’”
Currently, the Creative Writers’ Guild has a set
“GroupMe” contact list. Anyone wanting to join
the guild can contact Isabella Brown via email
at ibrown@mail.wou.edu and be added into the
list. Once the guild is officially registered, Brown
will send out a poll on “GroupMe” regarding
weekly meeting times. Students can also contact
professor Maren Anderson at andersm@wou.edu
for more information.

Wolf’s out of the bag
New Western mascot costume revealed at the WOU
Birthday Celebration
Camille Lenning
Entertainment Editor | howlentertainment@wou.edu

This year, Wolfie underwent an extensive makeover, which was revealed during the WOU Birthday
Celebration on Jan. 26. The previous mascot, Waldo “Wolfie” Wolf, had represented Western since
2015, but was retired for a chic new look. This new iteration of Wolfie is intended to more accurately
mirror the figure we see in Western merchandise.
Photo by Camille Lenning

Photo courtesy of WOU Archives. Photographers:
Denise Visuanõ and Jessica Roberts

Side by side comparison of the old design vs. the
new mascot costume.
Cover photo by Camille Lenning
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